
Christopher Bailey 

As Chief Creative Officer of Burberry, designer Christopher Bailey oversees 

almost every aspect of design and image of the British luxury fashion house. 

Bailey joined Burberry in May of 2001 and has since moved up the ranks of the 

company. As of November 2009, Bailey was appointed chief creative officer. He 

oversees all Burberry collections and products such as Burberry Prorsum, 

Burberry London, Thomas Burberry, and all Burberry products globally. Bailey 

also oversees the company's image which includes advertising, corporate art 

direction, and store design.  

 

Before joining the Burberry team, in 1996 Bailey was the senior designer of women's wear at Gucci 

working under Tom Ford for six years. In 1994, after graduating from London's Royal College of Art, 

Bailey began his fashion career designing women's wear for Donna Karan.  

Virtually being hired as an unknown designer by Burberry CEO Rose Marie Bravo, Bailey has 

accomplished a lot in the fashion world and has received many awards proving his ability to be a 

successful fashion designer. Bailey was named GQ Man of the Year for Emerging Talent in Menswear in 

2002. In 2003, he received an honorary fellowship from his alma mater the Royal College of Art. In 2005 

and 2008 he was awarded Designer of the Year at the annual GQ Men of the Year Awards in London. 

Then in October 2005, Bailey was named one of the world's ten most influential tastemakers in fashion. 

In December of 2009, the British Fashion Council named him Designer of the Year and Queen Elizabeth II 

made him a member of the Order of the British Empire for his contributions to Britain's fashion industry. 

And in 2011, Bailey received his third honorary doctorate, this time from Sheffield Hallam Univeristy.  

Alongside CEO Angela Ahrendts, in 2008 they launch the Burberry Foundation which is a philanthropic 

organization sponsoring creative youth around the world.  

Born and raised in Halifax, England, Bailey graduated from the University of Westminster and then went 

on to study fashion at London's Royal College of Art.   

To take a break from the fashion world, Bailey likes to return to his hometown Yorkshire to spend time 

with his friends and family.  

 


